Potential role of the mannose receptor in antigen transport.
Potential endogenous ligands for the cysteine rich domain of the murine mannose receptor (MR) have been detected in marginal zone metallophilic macrophages in spleen and subcapsular sinus macrophages in lymph nodes of naive mice by immunohistochemistry using a Fc chimeric protein. Additional labelling was observed in follicular dendritic cells and migratory dendritic cells in immunised animals. Based on this labelling pattern and the identification of a soluble form of the MR in macrophage-conditioned media and mouse serum, we propose a novel role for this receptor in antigen transport.